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He now came to facts.    Did this traitorous
testable conspiracy  exist, if, indeed,, it ,'had   ever
existed at all ? It would be necessary to prove not
only that it once existed, but that the same danger
still continued      Were they prepared to go to the
length  of these  assertions?  tie  would not shrink
from what he had said on a former occasion, that he
considered ministers as the sole' fabricators of these
plots.    What he had then declared from strong- sur-
mise and deep suspicion he was now enabled to re-
peat from  the   evidence of facts.    He had, at his
back, the verdicts of repeated juries, who  had ne-
gatived the  existence of any such plot.    But the
opinion of juries had been   lately treated in such a
manner, that he was almost afraid  to' quote their
authority ;  but  he would remind a learned gentle-
man (Sir John  Mitford) that  tor language much
less unconstitutional  than  he had  employed,  with
respect to the verdicts of these juries, a learned ser-
jeant had formerly been committed to prison by the
house of commons.    That  learned  gentleman  had
told them, that the acquittal of .a jury  did not de-
clare the man innocent, it only exempted him from
being tried again upon the same charge.    He had
always understood, that it was a maxim of the law of
England, that every man was presumed to be inno-
cent'till  he was found guilty.    But so far f oui this
being the case, he was now told, that not. even the
acquittal of a jury established his innocence, or re-
stored  him to his former place in society. , Much
stress was laid upon the decision of a grand jury.
He did not rest much upon that, more especially as
he understood ihat some degree of management had
been employed in forming that grand jury.    Let-
ters were sent round, one of which he now held in
his hand, dispensing with the attendance of some
who might otherwise have sat on. that grand jury j
and so far as that 'went, had the  effect of packing
them.    But he could not certainly regard the autho-
rity of any grand jury as- of much weight, if after